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QDA Tool Gmanda



Maintainer to committer:

„...next time I see crap like this I'm going to...
[...] 
I'm going to go postal on the next 
maintainer who doesn't understand what "merge
window" and "fixes only" means.“



Can I publish this?





From a paper about introducing an information 
manager role at GNU Classpath:

„“I do not like wikis.”, which is not further 
elaborated upon by the author.“







If individuals can be identified 
easily from research results...



Is there an ethical problem?



How about the other research 
methods in Open Source?
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Datamining

Mockus et al. 2002: Two Case Studies of Open Source Software Development: Apache and Mozilla



Christopher Özbek, oezbek@inf.fu-berlin.de 13

Surveys

[Hars and Ou, 2001: Working for Free? – Motivations of Participating in Open Source Projects]



Respect for Persons

Benefice

Justice



Discussion Point:
What kind of data is public?



Discussion Point:
What might be damaging to 

participants?



Discussion Point:
Ethics review at your university?



Discussion Point:
What can we / must we do?
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Thank you!

• What kind of data is public?

• What might be damaging to participants?

• Ethics review at your university?

• What can we / must we do?


